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An extensive working vocabulary is a prerequisite for test-taking success on the Graduate Record

Exam. This book presents 800 graduate-level words with definitions that frequently appear on the

exam. Words are used in different contexts to familiarize test takers with their many variations. The

book's additional features include a pre-test that helps to diagnose weaknesses, a lengthy word list

with extensive practice exercises, and a chapter that discusses and analyzes essential word roots.

The book concludes with a post-test to assess progress. Answers are provided for all exercises and

for all questions in the pre- and post-test.
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This book was an instrumental tool in my preparation for the GRE verbal. I was hesitant at first

about getting it, because it was geared toward the old GRE which was supposedly more vocabulary

heavy. However, I figured that at $8 the risk was low enough to just give it a try. It turned out to be

the wisest decision I made in my GRE preparation.With regard to the vocabulary requirement on the

new GRE versus the old, I believe that the new GRE places a bigger emphasis on the depth of your

command of vocabulary than the breadth. This book is great because the sample sentences and

exercises allow you to learn vocabulary with precision. Further, although the new GRE may have

fewer obscure words, you will likely still need to substantially expand your vocabulary if you are

aiming for a high verbal score. In light of this, this book is STILL very much essential, even though it



was written for the old GRE.What I loved about this book:- Bite-size units. Each self-contained unit

has 10 words. Works great if your free time is fragmented.- Clear, concise definitions- Aptly chosen

sample sentences- Exercises at the end of each unit. These really helped with retention!Possible

areas for improvement:- I wish pronunciation was included. For me and possibly for many others,

sounding out a word helps remembering it.- The binding needs to be stronger. Mine fell apart in a

week. Seriously, a book that is meant to be used and written in everyday should be able to

withstand a fair amount of abuse.Organization of the bookThe main part of the book consists of 80

word lists, each containing 10 words and complete with exercises. Each word is accompanied by its

definition and a well-chosen sample sentence.
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